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and discussions with the government of
Egypt. Unilateral actions will only
harm relationships important to the
American national interest.

In summary, Egypt has played and
continues to play a key role in ensur-
ing the success of the Middle East
Peace Process. Equally important,
Egypt has proven to be a staunch ally,
willing to face danger to protect our
shared interest in the region and to
support us as our armed forces contrib-
ute to global stability. As such, I am
supportive of the Committee’s amend-
ment to reinstall the earmark for as-
sistance to Egypt.∑

f

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION
AND FLOW OF SOLID WASTE

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask that
the text of a letter from the Governors
of Michigan, Ohio, New Jersey, Indi-
ana, and Pennsylvania, to the Chair-
man of the House Commerce Commit-
tee be printed in the RECORD.

The Governors correctly urge the
House Commerce Committee to swiftly
move forward on comprehensive legis-
lation to provide states and local gov-
ernments with the authority to regu-
late the interstate transportation and
flow of solid waste.

Mr. President, the Senate has repeat-
edly passed such legislation and it is
my hope that we will do so again before
the end of this year. The majority lead-
ership in the House has certainly given
the impression that this important
matter is not a priority item, despite
the pleas for help from state and local
governments around the country who
are besieged by out-of-state waste or
find their local waste management in-
vestments becoming increasingly un-
economical. I join with the Governors
in urging the House Commerce Com-
mittee and the Congress to quickly
pass legislation to provide more con-
trol over solid waste planning decisions
to state and local governments.

The letter follows:
JULY 9, 1997.

Hon. THOMAS J. BLILEY, Jr.,
Chairman, The House Commerce Committee,
Rayburn House Office Building, Washington,

DC.
DEAR CHAIRMAN BLILEY: We are writing to

urge you to move a comprehensive interstate
waste and flow control bill this year. In re-
cent conversations with Governor Voinovich,
you encouraged our five states to reach an
agreement on interstate waste provisions in
order to move comprehensive legislation
that will help both importing and exporting
states.

We strongly believe that the lack of fed-
eral interstate waste and flow control legis-
lation undermines states’ abilities to imple-
ment environmentally sound waste disposal
plans and to protect our own natural re-
sources. Without federal authority to place
reasonable limits on the amount of out-of-
state wastes, states like Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Indiana and Michigan have become dumping
grounds for trash from other states. Without
flow control, states like New Jersey are lim-
ited in their ability to manage effectively
the disposal of municipal solid waste within
their own borders, and would face an enor-
mous financial liability.

In Pennsylvania, Indiana, Michigan and
Ohio, where out-of-state waste imports are
continuously and unreasonably high, citizens
repeatedly ask why they should recycle in
order to conserve disposal space for other
states’ waste. New Jersey has taken aggres-
sive steps to try to manage all of its trash
within its borders by the year 2000. New Jer-
sey communities have acted responsibly to
build disposal facilities to help meet that
goal. However, if Congress fails to protect
existing flow control authorities, repayment
of the outstanding $1.6 billion investment
will be jeopardized.

We are deeply concerned that our efforts to
make responsible decisions have been under-
mined by federal courts, have put potentially
large financial burdens on our communities
and have encouraged exporting states to pass
their trash problems onto the backs of oth-
ers. Our citizens are making sacrifices and
they need assurances that we have the tools
necessary to manage our own waste and
limit imports from other states so that we
have the space to handle our own garbage.

You have asked our five states to try to
work through regional differences on inter-
state waste provisiosn that would allow an
interstate waste and flow control bill to
move forward. Last year, importing states
and New Jersey were able to quickly reach a
consensus on interstate waste provisions,
provided that New Jersey receives flow con-
trol authority. We respectfully resubmit
that agreement and urge prompt consider-
ation by your committee and the House.

We support this package as a fair and rea-
sonable compromise between importing and
exporting states. It provides the ability for
importing states to reduce the current
amount of out-of-state waste and limit fu-
ture interstate waste flows. States also
would be able to place reasonable restric-
tions on construction and demolition debris.
In addition, it gives local communities the
ability to decide whether or not they want to
accept other states’ trash. And, communities
would have reasonable ability to implement
flow control authorities. While this package
does not include everything that we would
like, we believe it is a fair package that we
can support without amendments.

Unfortunately, efforts to place reasonable
restrictions on out-of-state waste shipment
have been perceived by some as an attempt
to ban all out-of-state trash. On the con-
trary, importing states—like Michigan, Indi-
ana, Ohio and Pennsylvania—are not asking
for outright authority to prohibit all out-of-
state waste, nor are we seeking to prohibit
waste from any one state. We are asking for
reasonable tools that will enable state and
local governments to act responsibly to man-
age their own waste and limit unreasonable
waste imports from other states. Such meas-
ures would give substantial authority to
limit imports and plan facilities around our
own states’ needs.

Effective legislation is supported through-
out the country. Twenty-four governors and
the Western Governors’ Association pre-
viously have written to you and the House
leadership urging passage of effective legisla-
tion.

Thank you for your personal consideration
of our agreement. We urge you to move for-
ward with comprehensive interstate waste
and flow control legislation this year.

Sincerely,
GEORGE V. VOINOVICH,

Governor of Ohio.
JOHN ENGLER,

Governor of Michigan.
TOM RIDGE,

Governor of Penn-
sylvania.

CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN,
Governor of New Jer-

sey.

FRANK O’BANNON,
Governor of Indiana.∑
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GENETIC DISCRIMINATION
∑ Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I rise
today to address a critical issue that
we, as a nation, must face—the fear of
discrimination in health insurance
practices based on our increasing abil-
ity to gather genetic information
about ourselves and our families.

The tremendous advances in genetics
research spawned by the Human Ge-
nome project are opening the door to a
greater understanding of the underly-
ing causes of human disease. The revo-
lution in genetics is giving hope to mil-
lions of Americans that we will see
eventual treatments, and ultimately
cures, for some of the most devastating
genetic diseases. Yet, our ability to
predict what diseases individuals may
be at risk for in the future has caused
great concern that this powerful infor-
mation—the information we all carry
in our genes—may be used against us.

I am deeply troubled when I hear
from the Tennessee Breast Cancer Coa-
lition that genetic counselors are fac-
ing women every day who are afraid of
the consequences of genetic testing.
Women are avoiding genetic testing
due to concerns about loss of health in-
surance coverage for themselves or
their families—even though a genetic
test might reveal that a woman is not
at high risk and therefore allow her to
make more informed health care
choices.

As a physician and researcher, I am
particularly concerned that the fear of
discrimination will prevent individuals
from participating in research studies
or taking advantage of new genetic
technologies to improve their medical
care.

Scientific advances hold the promise
of higher quality medical care, yet
only Federal legislation can reassure
the public that learning this informa-
tion is safe. I was encouraged by Presi-
dent Clinton’s recent press conference
on genetic discrimination, July 14, 1997
which assisted in elevating this issue
to the public’s attention. While I am
currently not a cosponsor of any spe-
cific legislative proposal, I am commit-
ted to developing a bipartisan legisla-
tive solution. I look forward to work-
ing with Senator JEFFORDS and my fel-
low colleagues on the Senate Labor and
Human Resources Committee—as well
as Senators MACK, SNOWE, DOMENICI,
and the many other Members who have
been dedicated to this issue.

In my role as chairman of the Sub-
committee on Public Health and Safe-
ty, I strongly support the intent of leg-
islation which would prohibit discrimi-
nation in health insurance against
healthy individuals and their families
based on their genetic information. We
all carry genetic mutations that may
place us at risk for future disease—
therefore we are all at risk for dis-
crimination. If I receive a genetic test
which shows I am at risk for cancer, di-
abetes, or heart disease, should this
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predictive information be used against
me or my family? Particularly when I
am currently healthy and, in fact, may
never develop the illness? I think the
American public has answered quite
clearly, ‘‘no.’’

As a physician I believe in preventive
medicine to avert illness for patients.
Similarly, as a policymaker, I believe
in ‘‘preventive legislation’’ in this
case—to avert widespread discrimina-
tion by stepping in now—before genetic
information is used in certain health
insurance practices and before genetic
technologies are used in routine medi-
cal practice.

Finally, I believe that, in order to
fully address genetic discrimination,
we must tackle comprehensive legisla-
tion on the confidentiality of medical
records—legislation that encompasses
all of our health information. We must
examine who should have access to sen-
sitive health information and to whom
it should be disclosed. As this impor-
tant debate continues in the 105th Con-
gress, I am committed to ensuring that
we craft legislation that protects pa-
tient confidentiality, fosters medical
research, and maintains a dynamic
health care system.

Only with these measures can we en-
sure that knowledge about our genetic
heritage will be used to improve our
health—and not force us to hide in fear
that this information will cause us
harm.

I encourage my Senate colleagues to
join me in examining these issues and
moving forward in the coming months
on these critical pieces of legislation.∑
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TRIBUTE TO CAPT. FREDRIC G.
LEEDER, USN—PUBLIC AFFAIRS
OFFICER

∑ Mr. GLENN. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend Capt. Frederic G.
Leeder, USN, upon his retirement from
the United States Navy, after 28 years
of distinguished and dedicated service
to our nation.

Captain Leeder is a native son of
Ohio and graduated from Ohio State
University with a degree in journalism.
Following his graduation from college,
Captain Leeder was commissioned as
an Ensign. After his graduation from
the officers’ program at the Defense
Department’s Information School, he
then assumed a variety of public-af-
fairs assignments overseas and state-
side. His tours of duty included a North
Atlantic Treaty Organization staff as-
signment and four joint-service assign-
ments.

Most recently, Captain Leeder served
as Staff Director for Public Affairs at
Headquarters, Defense Logistics Agen-
cy (DLA) in Alexandria, Virginia. Dur-
ing his three years at DLA as principal
spokesperson, Captain Leeder dem-
onstrated unbounded stamina, keen in-
sight, and exemplary professionalism.
Possessing exceptional skill, foresight
and composure, Captain Leeder dealt
with representatives of the print and
electronic media, engaging them on his

terms. In just one example, last fall he
competently worked with investigative
reporters from a prominent news maga-
zine and a major television network to
ensure accuracy and fairness of nation-
wide reporting on a sensitive issue hav-
ing significant national security impli-
cations. With his intelligent foresight
and strong voice of reason, Captain
Leeder, advised three different DLA di-
rectors, each from a different service I
might add, on how to navigate through
the often perilous waters of media and
community relations

Captain Leeder succeeded in striking
that delicate balance of ensuring the
American public’s right to know and
protecting the public interest through-
out his career. An accomplished com-
municator, he truly has earned the
gratitude of thousands of military fam-
ilies that have found comfort and reas-
surance in his words when loved ones
serving on distant seas and shores have
been in harm’s way. Captain Leeder
has served his country for 28 years with
valor, loyalty, and integrity, winning
the personal and professional respect of
all who come in contact with him. Cap-
tain Fred Leeder is a master of his
craft.

On the occasion of Captain Leeder’s
retirement from the U.S. Navy, I offer
my congratulations and thanks to this
esteemed son of the Buckeye state, and
wish him well in his future pursuits. ∑

f

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT A. STARR

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Robert A.
Starr, Chair of the Vermont House Ag-
riculture Committee and true Ver-
monter. I pay this tribute in recogni-
tion of Mr. Starr’s unyielding support
for the Northeast Dairy Compact,
which on August 20, 1997, provides the
first over-order payments so des-
perately needed by Vermont’s dairy
farmers.

‘‘Bobby’’, as he is known far and wide
throughout Vermont, has given life-
long public service to the Vermont ag-
ricultural community. Raised on a
dairy farm during and after the Second
World War, knowledge of hard times
and a capacity for hard-bitten labor
were ingrained in Bobby, traits which
continue to distinguish the character
of our hill farmers. After schooling at
Vermont Technical College, Bobby fol-
lowed the lead of his grandfather and
became a member of the Vermont
House of Representatives in 1979.

Bobby became a member of the House
Agriculture Committee his first year,
and has been there ever since. He be-
came Chair in 1987, and has sponsored
and provided leadership on a host of
initiatives to promote the interests of
Vermont agriculture. Bobby has lent
his leadership to the variety of Ver-
mont’s agricultural pursuits, but it is
the dairy industry which has remained
at the heart of his vision. Certainly
Bobby’s upbringing and his strong
dairy farm constituency provide the
foundation of his knowledge and com-

mitment to the interests of the State’s
dairy farmers. Yet his vision is broader
than just his home district, and indeed
has expanded beyond the boarders of
Vermont to all of New England.

It is this unique expansive vision
which spawned the dairy compact.
Many of us in this body are intimately
familiar with the dairy compact, yet
few of us may know that the dairy
compact was originally sponsored by
Bobby Starr in the Vermont Legisla-
ture in 1989.

Few initiatives in my memory have
sparked such a vigorous policy debate
as the dairy compact. I am proud to
have sponsored the compact on behalf
of all by colleagues from the New Eng-
land delegation. Adoption of the com-
pact could not have happened without
their hard work here in Congress, and
without the years of dedicated work of
a veritable army of compact supporters
from throughout New England.

In all, the compact reflects the true
spirit of commitment to our dairy
farmers. The compact’s first payment
is a tribute to the hard work and the
tireless commitment of Bobby Starr.∑

f

WV AMERICORPS PROJECTS

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
I rise today to congratulate the West
Virginia Americorps Program for their
outstanding service and accomplish-
ments. Currently, 500 Americorps mem-
bers work at nearly 100 sites through-
out West Virginia. Americorps pro-
grams strive to extend and promote
education for children of all socio-
economic backgrounds and to fulfill
basic needs, such as, food, shelter, and
health care, for West Virginians. By
working together with the community,
the members of Americorps search for
solutions to improve the quality of life
and expand opportunities for individ-
uals who are less fortunate.

Helping individuals become more
independent and self-sufficient are
goals of Americorps. To help people
with multiple sclerosis, the West Vir-
ginia chapter of the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society and Americorps
members provide friendly home visits,
organize peer support groups, and help
them with their daily chores.

The Energy Express Americorps
opens new doors and expands the possi-
bilities for children of West Virginia.
This 6-week summer learning program
provides nutritious meals, a safe learn-
ing environment, and positive role
models. While developing a strong rela-
tionship between students and men-
tors, the children improve their read-
ing skills. With the support of the com-
munity and the involvement and atten-
tion of parents and volunteers, chil-
dren’s self esteem is increasing and
their reading skills are improving.

Throughout the mountains of West
Virginia, homes need constant care and
attention. My colleagues know that
floods, violent storms, and other un-
controllable factors can cause homes to
deteriorate more rapidly. My State is
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